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HOUSEHOLD CHARGES 
194. Ms L.L. BAKER to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the measures that this government has reluctantly had to take to address the financial catastrophe left by 
the Liberal–National government. What assistance is the government providing to support seniors and vulnerable 
households? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for that very good question. She is right. We have had to make some decisions today due to 
the catastrophe left to us by the mob on the other side, who seem to think that they have fallen out of the sky and 
arrived fresh with no responsibility for the circumstances that we face. I note that the Leader of the Opposition 
says that we have been sneaky. One of the issues that I have had to deal with, as members may recall, is the 
budget sham. I have had to go through and fill the holes the former government left me, including just yesterday, 
Minister for Corrective Services, ensuring that the bushfire mitigation plan is funded properly, for example. 
Leader of the Opposition, every single day Treasury comes to me with another black hole and another black hole 
because of the sham budget process that the Liberal–National government had when it was in power. That is 
what I am having to deal with now. When the Liberal–National government increased power prices by 
25 per cent in its first year, it was facing a surplus of about $1 billion. I am increasing power prices for the 
representative household by 10.9 per cent and I am facing a $3 billion deficit. That is what the Leader of the 
Opposition has left me. The Leader of the Opposition can gripe and complain all he likes, but he knows that 
because of his lack of capacity to make a decision while he was Minister for Energy, I now — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, it is not a shouting match. Treasurer, talk through the Chair. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I highlight to the house quickly that of the basket of household goods that make up the 
representative household that is reported in the budget each year, there has been a significant change and indeed 
an important and overdue reform to the energy tariff. The previous government kept getting briefings on it and 
was desperate to do it, but it never had the gumption to do it—that is, to increase the fixed daily supply charge 
from 48.6c a day to 94.91c a day. We have not made any increase to the variable charge for consumption of 
energy. I will make the point for why that is important, and why the previous Treasurer; Minister for Energy 
knew it was important and was going to make the decision but never did. It was because the current fixed charge 
has no bearing on the cost of supplying power to our houses—none whatsoever. Synergy has to pay that 
94.91c a day because that is a charge regulated by the Economic Regulation Authority. It has to pay that to 
Western Power. That subsidy is no longer affordable. We are ensuring that now covers the cost of providing 
energy to our homes. I think it is an important and sensible reform that the current Leader of the Opposition 
wanted to do but never had the gumption to. 
We were of course aware that we needed to be mindful of these impacts on the most vulnerable 
Western Australians. That is why we also announced a suite of increases to concessions. I want to emphasise 
these decisions. To minimise the impact on pensioners, we have increased the energy assistance payment by up 
to $300 a year from $234 a year—that is a significant 28 per cent increase to that payment. Importantly, we have 
also actually funded the hardship utility grant scheme! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: We funded the hardship utility grant scheme! One of the other Mike Nahan black holes that 
I found was that I had to find $5 million for HUGS in 2016–17! So, you know what, because we care about the 
impact on vulnerable Western Australians we put that money in the budget, and another $11.3 million for 2017–18 
to bring that up $20 million a year. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It is very, very important to protect the most vulnerable Western Australians, particularly 
from a former government that just did not fund these things. It announced and talked about them, but never 
stuck them in the budget. My point is that there has been important reform in respect of the energy tariff, but we 
have also been very mindful of the impact on vulnerable Western Australians. That is why we made the decision 
to not only increase but also fund those particular concessions. 
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